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P.O. BOX 272 

HONOR, MICHIGAN 49640-0272 
www.plattelake.org 

                                                                               May 5, 2020 
 

Greetings from Platte Lake: 

I hope and all is well with you and yours during this very unfortunate time in our lives. 
 
Spring is finally making a belated appearance to Platte Lake.  When the sky is blue and the sun is out it 
truly reminds one of paradise! 
 
As a result of the present national crisis, your Officers and Board have been using Zoom as an alternative 
to our usual face to face meetings.  We are investigating alternatives for our Saturday August 1, 2020 
Annual Meeting.  We are assuming that a public gathering is not likely and we are developing a plan for 
doing a “live” presentation in addition to electronic/e-mail and or hard copy mail membership voting.  
Once a viable process is determined, we will inform every member of how we propose to do business 
and interact with all of our members in this new environment we find ourselves in. 
 
Over the winter your Officers and Board led by John Collins thoroughly reviewed our corporate 
documents, some of which have not been updated since 1981.  We determined modifications that were 
required to our Articles of Incorporation and our By-laws so they are both in compliance with the latest 
Michigan law and IRS regulations.   The PLIA Board has approved those modifications. The membership 
will need to approve the revised Articles of Incorporation at our August 1, 2020 Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Hatchery Compliance with the Consent Judgment: 
 
The MDNR Hatchery personnel have been doing an exemplary job of maintaining compliance with the 
Consent Judgment in 2019 and YTD 2020. 
 
The MDNR Platte River State Fish Hatchery was in compliance with their yearly phosphorus (P) discharge 
limit of 150 lb P.  Full year 2019 was 60.0 lb P and YTD through April 13, 2020 is 2.75 lb P. The three 
month 55 lb P limit was never exceeded.   (Fines for non-compliance are $500.00/lb for each pound over 
the limits.  There were no phosphorus non-compliance fines for 2019.) 
 
The Hatchery was also in compliance with their lower Platte River weir fall upstream fish passage 
limitations of no more than 20,000 adult coho and 1000 adult chinook salmon:  In 2019 18,993 adult 
coho and 31 adult chinnook were passed. (Fines for non-compliance are $500/fish for each fish over the 
limits.  There were no fish passage fines for 2019.) See: PlatteLake.org – Fall Salmon Run. 
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Our latest joint meeting with the MDNR and Benzie Conservation District (BCD) to review the status of 
the ongoing Consent Judgment, Hatchery compliance and operational issues, Lake and watershed 
sampling plan details as well action plans for watershed investigation and management for the Platte 
Lake phosphorus standard was held on March 19, 2020.  See Plattelake.org – March 19, 2020 
MDNR/PLIA/BCD Meeting Minutes and Action Items and Related Reference material. 
 
Lake and Watershed Monitoring Program 
 
In spite of the national crisis, the PLIA Biweekly Platte Lake and Platte River tributary monitoring 
program continued throughout 2019 and YTD 2020.  The BCD has managed to continue phosphorus 
water sample collection as well as field instrument data collection.  The Hatchery laboratory has been 
able to continue analysis of phosphorus samples for 2020. 
 
In 2019 Platte lake volume weighted phosphorus average was 7.61 microgram per liter. However, the 
8.0 microgram per liter standard was achieved only 62% of the time and the standard is 95% of the time.  
This means we still need upstream watershed phosphorus reductions to be in compliance. 
 
The PLIA also commissioned Dr. Ray Canale to update the database adding much improved analysis 
capability, expanded documentation and the capability to interactively adjust watershed phosphorus 
loads and observe the impact on the 8.0 microgram per liter phosphorus standard for any and all 
selected years in the database.  We now have interactive “what if” modeling capability.   I cannot 
understate the significance of this new modeling capability.  We now can illustrate how a proposed 
increase or decrease in upstream watershed phosphorus loading (in a specific year or over many years) 
will mathematically impact the water quality of Platte Lake! i.e. the court ordered 8.0 micro-gram per 
liter standard.   
 
Under the Consent Judgment the PLIA and the MDNR are required to comment on all proposed local, 
State and Federal surface and groundwater discharge permits as to their potential impact on the 8.0 ug/l 
Platte Lake phosphorus standard.  With this database upgrade we now have the tool to mathematically 
describe the potential impact. It is fully documented and available to all thanks to the PLIA and Dr. 
Canale!  This is a major accomplishment.  Something we all can really take pride in!  See Plattelake.org – 
Watershed Mass Balance Complete.xls and Lake Watershed Database (4-29-2020).xls 
 
We now have what we feel is the one of the best watershed database and analysis tools in the State of 
Michigan.  If anyone has any questions or would like some one on one instruction on this tool, please 
contact the lake association.  
 
 
Our Section 13 Homestead Township Investigation Continued 
 
The discharge to the Platte River from this area of the watershed continues to be problematic. It is one 
of the most significant factors in noncompliance with the Platte Lake phosphorus standard.  We have 
had several meetings with the various agencies involved over the past few years. In 2018 The Packaging 
Corporation of America agreed to stop depositing paper mill sludge on the field in question in Section 
13.  We continue to work with the MDNR, MEGLE and BCD regarding the discharge and Permit 
notifications.  There doesn’t appear to be any clear system for notifying the appropriate organizations 
regarding permits for discharges. We continue to try to work our way through this bureaucratic maze.  I 
must say the MDNR and MEGLE personnel have been working with us and helping, but as of this writing 
a permanent solution continues to remains elusive.  I hope to have a more to report on by the August 1, 
2020 Annual Meeting. 
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North Branch of the Platte River Investigation 
 
 
During 2019 we found evidence of a beaver dam on the north branch of the Platte River upstream of 
Indian Hill road that appeared be causing back flooding that we suspect was the source of periodic 
cloudiness and increased phosphorus levels we measured over time at Indian Hill Road.  The beaver dam 
was removed last fall by the landowners in an effort to aid in the search for a missing person.  We will 
continue our monitoring. 
 
 
Our 2019 Swimmer’s Itch Assessment identified a previously unknow species of parasite 
 
The PLIA contracted Ron Reimink of Fresh Water Solutions, LLC to conduct a comprehensive research 
assessment of Platte Lake using DNA analysis of swimmer’s itch parasites in the water and their snail 
and bird hosts.  Based on DNA analysis, three types of swimmer’s itch parasites (cercariae) were found 
in Platte Lake in 2019: T. stagnicola, T. Physella and a newly discovered species presently named T. nov 
sp.  They use Stagnicola, Physa and Helisoma snails as their hosts and Mergansers, Mallards and Canada 
geese as their avian hosts.  The idea of trapping and relocating mergansers as a mechanism to 
control/eliminate swimmer’s itch in Platte Lake is not a feasible alternative as the parasites host with 
mallards and Canada geese.  As a result of the comprehensive study, it was found that Platte Lake has 
the highest number of waterfowl per mile of shoreline than any other northern Michigan lake i.e. 27.85 
birds/mile versus an average of 10.98 birds/mile for 18 northern Michigan lakes. 
 
The swimmers itch parasites are released from snails in early to mid-morning, they float and are blown 
around by wind and local currents.  To help avoid the parasite, don’t swim or have toddlers play in the 
shallow water in the morning with an onshore wind.  You are less likely to make contact with the 
parasite in the mid to late afternoon.  Also, if one is sensitive to the parasite, wear some type of 
protection such as a “Rash Guard” suit.  “Rash Guards” are a relatively inexpensive body suit that people 
wear in the ocean for jelly fish sting protection.  If you are coming out of the water, it is recommended 
to rinse off immediately.  For a list of recommended ways to lesson your chances of contracting 
swimmer’s itch: See Plattelake.org: Swimmer’s itch reports.  
 
 
Comprehensive Platte Lake Aquatic Plant Survey 
 
The PLIA participated with the BCD’s Jane Perrino and Dr. Jo Latimore, of Michigan State University, to 
perform an extensive Platte Lake aquatic plant survey to compliment the surveys performed in prior 
years. The study was also to investigate the plants in the 57.5 acres of suspected milfoil beds identified 
by the drone survey we performed in 2018.  Unfortunately, not all of the milfoil beds identified in 2018 
were able to be sampled in 2019 before the weather become a factor.  The milfoil beds that were 
investigated contained a mixture of plants and were not 100% Eurasian milfoil.  We expect to complete 
the investigation of the milfoil beds identified in 2018 in the summer of 2020.  See: Plattelake.org – 
Aquatic Plant Surveys. 
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Invasive Plant Prevention  
 
The PLIA participated in boat washing events led by Lynn Collins and sponsored by the BCD in 2019.  
These events were primarily designed to increase public awareness of how important it is to wash 
watercraft before launching into Platte Lake and other bodies of water.  Boat washing is an inexpensive 
and effective way to help prevent harmful invasive species, such as  Eurasian watermilfoil, from 
transferring into Platte Lake. Plans for 2020 are still undefined as a result of the current national crisis.   
 
Similar events were scheduled for garlic mustard pulls, etc. to prevent the spread of land based invasive 
species of plants.  Again, this spring, you are urged to pull garlic mustard when it flowers starting in mid 
to late May, through June. It should be safe to do because it is easy to social distance while pulling up 
plants. We will inform all about events as they are scheduled and will inform you about invasive plants 
and related gardening practices. 
 
 
Oak Wilt 
 
As most of you have observed, we have lost a significant number of our Ash, Beech and Oak trees over 
the past few years.  Please do not trim any Oak trees from April 1 through July 15.   Mark Esper has 
assembled a letter to the membership describing Oak Wilt and what you need to be aware of as it 
relates to trimming.  It his highly recommended that you to review his letter and related literature on 
the subject.  See PlatteLake.org – Oak Wilt and Land Based Invasive Species. 
 
 
Summary 
 
We still need your individual and collective support to carry on our task of restoring Platte Lake to the 
pristine level water quality that existed prior to the salmon program in the early 1960’s.  This means 
continuing the extensive lake and watershed monitoring program as well as coordinated efforts to 
address the issues throughout the watershed that are identified by the program.  Total expenditures for 
2019 were $38,027.18.  We still require money and we need any and all who are able to volunteer their 
time and effort for a multitude of new and ongoing projects and programs.   
 
Please send in your dues, additional donations and let us know if you can help out directly.  Your Officers 
and Board have been tireless in their volunteer efforts on behalf of Platte Lake over the years.  
 
Thank You, 
 
 
 
Wilfred Swiecki, President 
Platte Lake Improvement Association 
 


