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You Could Own a Home

• Eligibility up to 80% of Leelanau Median Income •

Maple City
Aff ordable Homeownership 
CrossingsUp to 

$50,000
a year

Up to 
$63,000

a year
Up to 

$27 an Hour
Up to 

$21 an Hour

HabitatGTR.org

L O T T E R Y

Midday Dailies: 7-0-4, 9-1-3-1
Dailies: 9-1-9, 9-1-9-1
Fantasy 5: 01-04-10-11-19
Keno: 03-09-12-13-15-16-17-
19-36-37-39-46-52-55-58-59-
64-65-66-68-70-72
Mega Millions: 4-25-37-46-67 
(15)
Mega Millions jackpot:  
$137 million
Powerball jackpot:  
$238 million
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TC CHRISTIAN WINS STATE BOWLING TITLE
SPORTS, PAGE 1C

BY SHERI McWHIRTER
smcwhirter@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — Conservation experts 
want area residents to carefully plan any prun-
ing or trimming to their oak trees in an effort to 
prevent the spread of an invasive fungal dis-
ease.

Oak wilt is known to be fatal to red oak trees, 
which are a locally prevalent oak species. The 
trees are the most susceptible to oak wilt infec-
tion when damaged between April 15 and July 
15, experts said.

“The trees are fine as long as they don’t have 
a wound,” said Kama Ross, district forester for 
Grand Traverse Conservation District.

She said all planned construction or utility 
work that requires cutting or trimming oak trees 
— even a timber harvest — should be completed 
now to give the trees time to heal their wounds 
by the time picnic beetles become active. The 
sap-feeding beetles are the primary way the 
non-native fungal disease spreads by hitching a 
ride on the insects’ bodies, Ross said.

“For three months until July 15, don’t do any 
injury to oak trees,” she said. “If you stop activi-
ty between April 15 and July 15, you will prevent 
99 percent of overland spread.”

Oak trees injured in thunderstorms should 
be treated with tree-wound or latex paint, Ross 
said.

New oak wilt sites happened last summer 
in the Glen Arbor and Benzonia areas, while 
Grand Traverse County continues to have more 
new oak wilt sites confirmed than any other 

Environment

Special to the Record-Eagle/GTCD

Oak wilt is a fungal disease that causes leaves 
to wilt and turn brown by impacting the tree’s 
vascular system.

Fire station almost done
BY JORDAN TRAVIS
jtravis@record-eagle.com

OLD MISSION — The ribbon is cut 
but it’ll be several more days be-
fore Peninsula Fire Department’s 
Station No. 3 is online.

Starting April 1, the station will 
have a firefighter cross-trained in 
medical first response and a truck 

equipped for responding to both 
fires and medical calls, department 
Chief Fred Gilstorff said.

Meanwhile, contractors are 
putting the final touches on the 
building, on Center Road south of 
Tompkins Road, Gilstorff said. That 
includes laying markings on the 
garage floor and, once the weather 
allows, painting, landscaping and a 

final layer of asphalt. And a truck 
that’ll eventually be stationed 
there is in for repairs.

The 3,200-square-foot building has 
space for a fire truck, living quar-
ters for two, and a kitchen, dining 
room with living area, office and 
laundry facilities, Gilstorff said. 

P E N I N S U L A  T O W N S H I P

Conservationists: 
Plan tree work to 
avoid fungal disease
Oak wilt is fatal to  
red oak species of tree

More Information
The Forestry Assistance Program for Leelanau, 

Benzie and Grand Traverse counties offers free, 

on-site technical assistance to help landowners 

correctly identify oak wilt and learn about treatment 

options. For more information, contact District 

Forester Kama Ross at 231-256-9783 or kama.ross@

macd.org.

PREPPING FOR  
SPRING BREAK

BY BRENDAN QUEALY
bquealy@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — School and 
health department officials 
would prefer if students did 

not partake in the same spring 
break endeavors as pop-culture 
cartoon characters Bart Simpson, 
Milhouse Van Houten, Nelson 
Muntz and Martin Prince.

No shopping spree at a toy store, 
no trips to the movie theater to see 
“Naked Lunch,” no watching Andy 
Williams perform “Moon River” 

live in Branson, Missouri, which 
would be difficult anyway consider-
ing he died in 2012.

Suggested spring break precau-
tions in the midst of a pandemic are 
not that specific, but the message 
is the same: try to avoid behaviors 
that could put one at risk of con-
tracting COVID-19.

Most of the recent positive cases 
have been among students, which is 
why health and school officials are 
preaching vigilance heading into 
spring break.

In Grand Traverse County from 

March 12-25, 51 cases were con-
firmed in the 13- to 19-year-old age 
range, according to health depart-
ment officials.

The Health Department of North-
west Michigan reported the from 
March 1-24 in Antrim, Charlevoix, 
Emmet and Otsego counties, there 
were 148 cases confirmed among 
teenagers. That is the most of any 
age group in that timeframe.

Health Officer Lisa Peacock said 
public health officials have not 
seen such a dramatic spike since 

School officials worried; health officials push vaccine

Record-Eagle/Mike Krebs

A student boards a bus after being dismissed for spring break at Benzie Central Schools in Benzonia on Friday.

CORONAVIRUS

SEE BREAK PAGE 2A

SEE WILT PAGE 2A

SEE FIRE PAGE 2A
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN THE
GRAND TRAVERSE AREA WELCOME YOU

OAKWOOD CATHOLIC DIOCESAN CEMETERY
Traverse City

(231) 947-7921
The Catholic Cemeteries that support the Catholic Burial Tradition of the Greater Traverse City area.

St. Mary
Parish Cemetery

Hannah

3/
13

-3
55

63
3

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

308 N. Cedar St. & Division
Saturday  . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.
Sunday  . . . . . . . 8, 10 & 12
Sunday Hispanic Mass . .5 p.m.

946-4211

ST. PATRICK
CHURCH

630 S. West Silver Lake Rd.
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.
Sunday . . . . . . . 9 & 11 a.m.

943-4633

ST. MARY’S
HANNAH

M-113, Kingsley
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . 4 p.m.
Sunday. .. . . . . .9 & 11 a.m.

263-5640

Worship
With Us!

3/
13

-5
62

52
6

Sunday Coffee @ 9:00

Sunday Worship @ 9:30

1260 West Silver Lake Road S.
Traverse City

(231) 943-8353
4/14-489264

Grawn United 
Methodist 

Church

Call me to place 
your church 
on this page.

Paige Morgan
590-0146

ST.
JOSEPH
CHURCH

Saturday @ 5 p.m.
Sunday @ 9 & 11

Sunday School @ 10
Call (231) 421-7310

Visitors Most Welcome

12675 Center Rd.,
Old Mission
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the fall.
“We are making every 

effort to get people fully 
vaccinated, but all of us 
have the responsibility 
to keep up our end of the 
bargain and take precau-
tionary measures to stop 
this virus,” she said.

Traverse City Area 
Public Schools has 134 
of the district’s total 182 
positive cases coming 
from the high schools 
and middle schools — 55 
at Central High, 42 at 
West Senior High, 20 at 
West Middle, 13 at East 
Middle and just four at 
Traverse City High. In the 
past week, six cases have 
been confi rmed at Central 
High School, four at West 
Middle, three at East 
Middle and two at West 
Senior High.

TCAPS Superintendent 
John VanWagoner has 
been worried about CO-
VID-19 in and out of his 
district “since the day we 
started school.”

“That won’t end until 
this pandemic is over,” 
he said. “Coming back, 
hopefully people doubled 
down their efforts.”

VanWagoner said the 
district is working with 
the Grand Traverse Coun-

ty Health Department to 
possibly set up COVID-19 
testing for students when 
they return from spring 
break. VanWagoner said 
they hope to at least get 
testing for student-ath-
letes.

School-associated cases 
at districts outside of 
Traverse City continue to 
pop up. Bellaire reported 
two positives Thursday 
after going months with-
out one. The same goes 
for Elk Rapids, which has 
had four cases in the past 
week after staying COVID 
free since Feb. 14.

After Thursday, Benzie 
Central had 39 total since 
September, 29 of those 
came at the high school 
— although nearly half 
were from an outbreak 
in October. That changed 
Friday when Superin-
tendent Amiee Erfourth 
was notifi ed of four new 
student positives at the 
high school.

“If you would have 
asked me yesterday if I 
was feeling good heading 
into spring break, I would 
have had a completely 
different answer,” Er-
fourth said. “I am a little 
concerned now, because 
that is a big spike com-
pared to where we’ve 
been lately.”

Joshua Meyerson, medi-
cal director for the North-
west Michigan Health 
Department, said most 
spread of the contagious 
respiratory disease comes 
from close contact, which 
includes athletics and 

gatherings without masks, 
and not so much casual 
contact.

“When it gets into the 
school population, you 
have that opportunity for 
spread,” Meyerson said. 
“I think that’s what we’re 
seeing here.”

As students leave 
for spring break, they 
also leave the stringent 
safety precautions of 
mask wearing and social 
distancing required at 
school. Meyerson said 
there are concerns of a 
post-spring break spike in 

cases, but he said a “slow 
down” could happen if 
students spend the week 
away from each other.

“I wouldn’t be surprised 
either way,” he said.

Northwest Education 
Services, formerly Tra-
verse Bay Area Interme-
diate School District, did 
not release any guidance 
similar to that issued be-
fore the holidays. Super-
intendent Nick Ceglarek 
said each of the districts 
North Ed serves is in a 
unique situation in re-
gard to positive cases and 

vaccinations.
Ceglarek encouraged 

all to follow the advice 
from health profession-
als, but he added there 
was not a “one-size-fi ts-all 
approach” and that local 
district offi cials would be 
better served communi-
cating directly with their 
own staff, students and 
families.

Healthcare profession-
als are pushing everyone 
eligible to get the vac-
cine, which will include 
those 16 and older come 
April 5.

“The best way we can 
slow down this spread is 
to get vaccinated,” Mey-
erson said. “People are 
certainly fatigued, but as 
these vaccines become 
more available, I think 
we’re going to see that 
become less of an issue.”

Meyerson said anyone 
16 and older should get 
information on how to get 
the vaccine from their 
local health department, 
doctor or pharmacy.

“It’s time to get vac-
cinated — everyone,” he 
said.

BREAK
Offi cials 
prepping for 
post-break spike
FROM PAGE 1A

Michigan county, offi cials 
said.

Records show Grand 
Traverse County residents 

have battled oak wilt dis-
ease since the 1980s, with 
infections concentrated 
in several areas: Hickory 
Hills, Holiday Hills, 
around Arbutus Lake and 
Interlochen, and also in 
the Fife Lake region.

The disease does impact 
white oak trees, Ross said, 
but proves 100 percent 
fatal to the red oak spe-
cies, wilting from the top 
down and quickly drop-

ping leaves.
“Once the fungus stops 

the vascular system from 
working, the tree is dead,” 
she said.

The oak wilt tree death 
happens quickly, too — 
in as little as two to four 
weeks. The dead tree must 
then be debarked, burned 
or buried to prevent the 
fungus from spreading, 
Ross said.

State offi cials also un-

derscored the importance 
of preventing the spread 
of oak wilt by limiting 
pruning and cutting oak 
trees to specifi c times of 
year.

“Unfortunately, many 
people learn not to prune 
or otherwise wound trees 
from mid-April to mid-
July only after they lose 
their oaks to oak wilt,” 
said James Wieferich, 
forest health specialist for 

the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, in a 
written statement.

Oak wilt also spreads 
through the root systems 
of adjacent infected trees, 
offi cials said.

State experts said oaks 
within about 100 feet of 
each other, depending on 
the size of the trees, have 
connected root systems. 
So when left untreated, 
oak wilt will continue to 

move from tree to tree and 
kill more red oaks over an 
increasingly larger area.

The disease was fi rst 
identifi ed in the 1940s and 
now is widespread across 
Michigan.

More information about 
oak wilt in Michigan 
can be found at www.
michiganoakwilt.org, 
and suspected infections 
can be reported at www.
michigan.gov/foresthealth 

WILT
Conservationists: 
Plan tree work to 
avoid disease
FROM PAGE 1A

The fi nal bills aren’t in 
hand but total costs so 
far look to be $950,000 to 
$990,000 — just under the 
$1,040,000 bid.

Building it is part of a 
wider push to improve 
the township’s fi re 
department, including 
cutting response times to 
the peninsula’s northern 
end, Gilstorff said.

“That’s the primary 
reason, and also to hope-
fully drive down some 
insurance costs through 
a decreased ISO rating,” 
he said.

That’s the Insurance 
Services Offi ce, a metric 
some home insurers use 
to set rates. Gilstorff said 
anywhere in the penin-
sula’s northern end more 
than 5 miles by road 
from the department’s 
Mapleton station is rated 
as if the township has no 
fi re department.

Soon, a fi re/medical 

responder will be able to 
arrive in minutes, assess 
the situation and help 
with a medical emer-
gency until an Advanced 
Life Support-equipped 
ambulance arrives from 
one of the township’s 
other two stations.

To that end, the depart-
ment is adding a twelfth 
full-time fi refi ghter, Gil-
storff said. Growing the 
ranks and training more 
as paramedics will allow 
the department to run 
ambulances out of both 
Stations 1 and 2.

“The goal is to try to 
meet the national stan-
dard of having an ALS-
equipped ambulance 
with personnel on scene 
within 8 minutes of re-
ceiving the call,” he said.

Station No. 3 is likely 
to have part-time person-
nel working there, with 
Gilstorff fi lling in now 
and then, he said.

He’s already fi led the 
paperwork for a new ISO 
rating. Getting one could 
take several months, 
and homeowners should 
check with their insurers 
once it’s in, he said.

Township trustees 
recently celebrated the 
milestone with a cer-
emony, and Supervisor 

Rob Manigold said he 
gives all the credit to 
Gilstorff and the rest of 
the department.

“They’ve done a great 

job of working with the 
township and the resi-
dents,” he said.

Manigold said supervi-
sors recently agreed to 

renew the fi re millage 
at 2 mills, and are set 
to vote on it again at a 
public hearing Wednes-
day. That’s the same as 

it’s been since 2018 when 
township offi cials in-
creased it from 1.4 mills 
to support department 
upgrades.

FIRE
Third Peninsula 
station almost 
done
FROM PAGE 1A

Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump

Peninsula Township’s new Fire Station No. 3 on Center Road near the tip of Old Mission Peninsula.


